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Object Property or Method Meaning
document createElement(n) Make a new Element object of type n.

createTextNode(t) Make a new text node with the text t.
getElementsByTagName(n) Find all the Element objects of type n

in the document and return them in a 
NodeList.

Element getAttribute(n) Return the string value of this element’s 
attribute with name n.

setAttribute(n, v) Set the value of this element’s attribute 
with name n to v.

getElementsByTagName(n) Find all the Element objects of type n in 
this element’s children and return them in 
a NodeList.

appendChild(e) Add the Element e to this element’s chil-
dren after all its existing children.

insertBefore(e, c) Add the Element e to this element’s chil-
dren, before the child c.

removeChild(c) Remove the Element c from among this 
element’s children.

replaceChild(c, d) Replace the Element’s child d with c.
firstChild This element’s first child Element.
lastChild This element’s last child Element.
previousSibling The Element to the left of this element 

in the tree.
nextSibling The Element to the right of this element 

in the tree.
parentNode The Element above this element in the 

tree.
childNodes A NodeList containing all this element’s 

children.
nodeType Always equal to 1.

NodeList item(i) Get the object at position i in the list.
length The number of items in the list.

Text data The string of text.
length The number of characters in the text.
nodeType Always equal to 3.
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